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Least Tern

Sternula

antillarum

1

Immature

08-12-2001 12:00 PM

Yes

https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S53825395

Mercer

Shenango Reservoir

Golden Run Access

Small sandbar in Shenango Reservoir

A scope bird - maybe half a mile?

It was a sunny day with a lot of heat shimmer.

Leica Spotting scope with a 30x and adjustible 10-60x eyepiece lenses.

https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S53825395
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This was a very small tern (other terns and gulls were present for comparison -
see photos) with a relatively narrow black bill, a blackish eyeline extending
toward the back of the head and a mostly whitish body.

Sitting and preening.

It was much smaller than all the other terns and gulls that were present. The only
tern that would have been that way is a Least Tern.

The photos that are attached are not very good since they were an early attempt
by me at digiscoping using a hand held camera over the eyepiece. However,
they do show the small size of the bird, the whitish body and you can make out
the black eyeline in the blown up shots. The bird is in the center of the more
distant photo preening. The blown up shots have it to the right of the Canada
Goose.

Yes, it could not be any other type of tern.  It was just too small.
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